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Testimony of 
SCOTT GLENN, Director 

 
before the 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Friday, April 13, 2017 

1:15 PM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 224 

 
in SUPPORT of 

GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE 700  
RELATING TO THE NOMINATION OF MARY BEGIER TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL 

 

Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and Members of the Senate Committee on Agriculture and 
Environment, 

The Environmental Council (“Council”) is established in Section 341‐3, HRS, which also directs 
membership “to assure a broad and balanced representation of educational, business, and 
environmentally pertinent disciplines and professions, such as the natural and social sciences, the 
humanities, architecture, engineering, environmental consulting, public health, and planning; 
educational and research institutions with environmental competence; agriculture, real estate, visitor 
industry, construction, media, and voluntary community and environmental groups.” 

The functions of the Council are to serve as a liaison between the OEQC Director and the general 
public and to make recommendations concerning ecology and environmental quality. The Council 
monitors the progress of state, county, and federal agencies in achieving the State’s environmental 
goals and policies. It issues an annual report with recommendations for improvement to the Governor, 
the Legislature, and the general public (HRS § 341‐6). Finally, the Council promulgates administrative 
rules for implementing Chapter 343, HRS (HRS § 343‐6). 

Ms. Begier has actively participated in rulemaking, conducting educational events, conveying the 
perspectives and concerns of Hawaiʻi Island residents, and has been selected by her peers to serve as 
the Vice Chair of the Council. As a neighbor island member, she has made every effort to regularly 
attend Council and committee meetings. With respect to the Council’s functions, duties, and powers, 
and in consideration of Ms. Begier’s experience as demonstrated on her resume and participation to‐
date, OEQC supports her re‐nomination to the Council. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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Testimony of  

Puananionaona Thoene 
Council Chair on behalf of the State Environmental Council 

 
Before the 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Friday, April 13, 2018 

1:15 PM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 224 

 
in SUPPORT of  

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE 700 
RELATING TO THE NOMINATION OF MARY BEGIER TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL 

 
Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and Members of the Senate Committee on Agriculture and 
Environment,  
 
The Environmental Council (Council) is established by HRS § 341-3, which also directs 
membership "to assure a broad and balanced representation of educational, business, and 
environmentally pertinent disciplines and professions, such as the natural and social sciences, 
the humanities, architecture, engineering, environmental consulting, public health, and 
planning; educational and research institutions with environmental competence; agriculture, 
real estate, visitor industry, construction, media, and voluntary community and environmental 
groups." 
 
The functions of the Council are to serve as a liaison between the Office of Environmental 
Quality Control (OEQC) Director and the general public to make recommendations concerning 
ecology and environmental quality.  The Council monitors the progress of the State, county, and 
federal agencies in achieving the State's environmental goals and policies.  It issues an annual 
report with recommendations for improvement to the Governor, the Legislature, and the 
general public (HRS § 341-6).  Finally, the Council promulgates administrative rules for 
implementing Chapter 343, HRS (HRS § 343-6).   
 
Ms. Begier has served on the Council since 2016, first as an interim member, and then was 
confirmed by this Committee in 2017.  Her experience in the real estate industry as well as her 
service with various community organizations has contributed greatly to her work with the 
Council and including the Hawaiʻi Island perspective in discussions.  Ms. Begier's willingness to 
step in where help is needed is greatly appreciated.  With respect to these functions, duties, and 
powers, and in consideration of Ms. Begier's experience as demonstrated on her resume and 
participation to date as a current member and Vice-Chair of the Council, the Council supports 
the nomination and confirmation of Ms. Begier to continue to serve on the Council. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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SUSAN L.K. LEE LOY
25 Aupuni Street, Hilo, Hawai‘i 96720

April 09, 2018

The Honorable Senator Mike Gabbard
Hawaii State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, HI 96813

Re: GM 700: Nomination of Mary Begier to the Environmental Council

1:15 p.m. April 13, Conference Room 224

Dear Senator Gabbard and Members of the Committee on Agriculture and Environment:

I am writing this letter in support of the nomination ofMs. Mary Begier to the Environmental
Council.

Ms. Begier brings to the Council a wealth of experience and institutional knowledge having
served in ntunerous positions within the professional real estate communities within our state as
well as on the national level.

I have every reason to believe Ms.Begier will provide effective contributions to the
Enviromnental Council, and the State of Hawai‘i will benefit from her experience and
leadership.

Aloha Piha,

ue” L.K. y
Council Member, County ofHawai‘i

Hawai 'i County 1s an Equal Opportunity Provider And Employer
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